AGRICULTURAL ISSUES FORUM CONTEST

I.  Objectives

1.  To provide an opportunity to expose a wide variety of students to the selection, research, planning and presentation of an agricultural issue.

2.  To acquire knowledge and skills in community leadership for present and future use.

3.  To become knowledgeable of, and familiar with, a variety of local, state, national and international issues facing agriculture.

4.  To understand the principles and fundamentals of agricultural issue analysis.

5.  To further the awareness of agricultural issues in the local community.

6.  To promote integration of agricultural issue analysis in local school academic subject matter areas.

7.  To promote career choices by providing an opportunity for individuals to become acquainted with professionals in the industry.

8.  To foster teamwork, leadership and communication skills.

II.  Event Rules

1.  Team make-up – A minimum of three and a maximum of seven high school FFA members who are actively participating, orally presenting, and available to answer judges’ questions. One additional non-speaking member may assist the team by running technology but, may not speak during the contest or answer any questions.

2.  Presentations may include official FFA dress, costumes, props, skits, and other creative paraphernalia.  

3.  Guidelines of eligibility for Agricultural Issues Forum will be consistent with other Michigan FFA Career Development Events.  Teams will be certified by respective state staff from authentic state guide forms.  Signatures of community representatives must be on registration forms.  

4.  A total of three competent and unbiased judges will be provided.  They will be instructed not to take sides on the issue(s).  Professors and industry representatives are recommended.  The contest chair of this CDE will adequately prepare the judges before the event competition.  

5.  Seating of teams in the preliminary rounds of the state contest will be done by the FFA Executive Secretary in a fair and impartial manner.

III.  Event Format

1.  EQUIPMENT PROVIDED – Equipment provided by the contest coordinator includes: tables, easels, TV/VCR and overhead.  Other equipment is allowed, but the presenting team must provide it. 

2.  Each team will conduct a presentation on the issue developed and presented at the local level.

3.  The issue will come from one of the following seven agricultural issue topic areas as listed in the Focusing on Agricultural Issues instructional materials:

a.  Environmental Issues

b.  Agricultural Technology Issues

c.  Animal Issues

d.  Agricultural Career Issues

e.  Economy and Trade Issues

f.  Agricultural Policy Issues

g.  Food Safety Issues

4.  The same agricultural issue presentation and portfolio will not be used in subsequent years by the same chapter/advisor.

5.  Research on the topic must be current and students must be involved in all the research of the topic and development of the portfolio.


6.  The portfolio should include items described in A, B, and C below, and will be limited to ten pages single sided or five pages double sided maximum not including the cover page.  The cover page will include the title of the issue, name, address and phone number of the chapter.  A maximum of ten (10) points will deducted for exceeding the maximum amount of pages and/or for not including the cover page obtaining required information.  The team must present copies of the portfolio to the contest chair. (see below for details)

A.  A cover sheet and bibliography will be due at district competition.


1.  Cover sheet as described in section six above.

2.  A bibliography of all resources and references cited which may include personal 

     interviews and any other supporting material.

B.  Add summary and local forum to cover and bibliography for regionals.


1.  Summary should answer questions like the following:

· Explain why the issue is important now.

· What is the nature of the issue and who is involved?

· How can the issue be defined and describe history?

· What caused the issue and risks/benefits of the issue?

· Is their disagreement on how the issue could be solved?

2.  Local forum documentation for one presentation.

C.  Add two local forums to prior materials for state competition for full points.

1. Cover Page, Summary, Bibliography

2. Local forum documentation for three presentations.

3. Beginning in 2006, a total of five presentations must have been completed by the state winner, prior to the state contest, to receive the maximum points allowed at the national contest.

7.  
Time Limits: Five minutes will be allowed for set up.  The presentations will be a maximum of 15 minutes in length.  The presenters will receive a signal at 9:30 minutes and at 14:30 minutes.  At 15 minutes, the timekeeper will stand and remain standing until the presentation is  done.  A maximum of 5 minutes for questions and answers will be allotted.  Questions and answers will terminate at the end of 5 minutes.  Five minutes will be allowed for take down. The timekeeper should record the length of the presentation and report to the judges.  The exact total minutes and seconds must be recorded showing undertime or overtime for which deductions will be made.  Deductions of 2 points will be made for each minute (or major fraction, thereof) over 15 minutes and 4 points for each minute (or major fraction, thereof) under 10 minutes based on the timekeeper's record.  (To avoid penalty, an Agriculture Issues Forum must be over nine minutes and 30 seconds and under fifteen minutes and 30 seconds.) Official time does not include the time required for the team's introductions.  

8. The presentations will be designed to be viewed by the judges.  The audience at-large will not be of concern to the presenters.

9. The judges may ask questions of all individuals of the presenting team.  Each individual is encouraged to respond to at least one question from the judges. 

10. When worn, official dress for FFA members is as follows:
Female Members: Black skirt or dress slacks, White-collared blouse, Official FFA blue scarf, Black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe, Black nylon hosiery or socks, Official FFA jacket zipped to the top and worn in the manner prescribed by the National FFA Constitution.

(The skirt is to be at least knee length, hemmed evenly across the bottom, with a slit no longer than two inches above the knee, excluding the kick pleat.)

Male Members: Black dress slacks, White-collared shirt, Official FFA tie, Black dress shoes, Black socks, Official FFA jacket zipped to the top and worn in the manner prescribed by the National FFA Constitution.
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