PUBLIC SPEAKING CONTEST

DISTRICT, REGIONAL, AND STATE CONTEST PROCEDURES
PURPOSE: To develop agricultural leadership by providing for membership participation in agricultural public speaking activities, and to stimulate interest in leadership and citizenship. 

ELIGIBILITY 
  
1. Limited to active in-school FFA members of a chapter in good standing with the Michigan       Association of FFA who are enrolled in an agricultural education/agriscience course or are on a supervised agriculture experience program. 
  
2. The contests will be limited to two members representing each chapter in the district contest.  If a chapter has over 75 members then the chapter would be allowed to bring 3 participants.  A maximum of two members will be selected to compete at the regional level.  Each region will select two members to represent their region at the state contest.  A member substitution between contests is not permitted. 

CONTEST PERSONNEL 

District Contest Chair: FFA Advisor in charge of the overall operation of district contest.  The district chair is the FFA advisor at the school where the contests are held. 

Regional Contest Chair: FFA Advisor in charge of the overall operation of the regional contest.  The regional chair is the FFA advisor at the school where the contests are held. 

Contest Coordinator:  FFA Advisor in charge of a specific contest i.e. parliamentary procedure, public speaking, demonstration, etc. 

JUDGES 

1. Three competent and impartial persons shall be selected to judge the contest.  At least one judge should have an agricultural background. 
  
2. Although it is the responsibility of the district or regional chair to have available judges for  each contest, it is recommended each school be responsible to bring a judge to the district and regional contests.  The judge's name must be submitted to the contest chair in advance to allow time to get instructions to the judges one week before the contests. 

SELECTING WINNERS 

1. Judges will make a joint report on the final placing.  The official Public Speaking score card must be used by all judges. 
  
2. District judges will select two contestants to enter the regional contest (see Eligibility #2). Regional judges will select the two highest ranking contestants to enter the state contest.  An alternate contestant will be selected by the district judges and by the regional judges in the event the selected contestants are unable to participate. 
  
CONTEST PROCEDURE 

1. Contestants may choose any current agricultural subject which is of general interest to the public. 
  
2. Contestants will draw for order of speaking.  The contest coordinator will introduce each contestant in order of drawing and announce the subject of their speech. 
  
3. Each contestant's speech must be the result of the member's own efforts.  Training in both composition and delivery is limited to the facilities of the student's school, but facts and other data may be secured from any source. 
  
4. Official Time - Each speech shall be a minimum of 6 minutes and a maximum of 8 minutes in length.  Five minutes of additional time will be allowed to each contestant when questions relating to his/her speech will be asked by judges.  Contestants will only be allowed time to introduce themselves, contest topic and the name of the FFA chapter they represent, and then immediately proceed with “Mr/Madam timekeeper, I am ready to begin.”  The speaker must conclude their presentation with “Mr/Madam timekeeper, this concludes my speech. “
5. Timekeeper - A timekeeper shall be designated who will record the time used by each contestant in delivering the speech.  The exact total minutes and seconds must be recorded showing undertime or overtime for which deductions will be made.  Timekeeper will time the question period and signal the close of the 5 minutes, which shall end the question period. 

STOPWATCHES ARE RECOMMENDED.  The timekeeper should stand at 6 minutes and hold up an 8 1/2 x 11 inch card indicating that 6 minutes have elapsed.  The timekeeper should remain standing until recognized.  The timekeeper should stand again at 7 minutes and 30 seconds and hold up another 8 1/2 x 11 inch card to indicate that 7 minutes and 30 seconds have elapsed, again standing until recognized. 

A deduction of 2 points will be made for each minute (or major fraction, thereof) over 8 minutes and 4 points for each minute (of major fraction thereof) under 6 minutes, based on the timekeeper's record.  (To avoid penalty, a contestant must speak 5 minutes and 30 seconds and under 8 minutes and 30 seconds). 
  
6. References - Contestants are limited to one of two methods of reporting references. 

a. Contestants are limited to the announcing of three references at the conclusion of their presentation   (OR) 

b. Contestants with more than three references are to type and present their references (3 copies) to the contest chairperson at the start of the contest.  The contest chairperson will present the references to the contest judges. 

7. NOTES - Participants may use notes in delivery.  Visual aids, such as charts or other materials, may not be used and participants may not read from a prepared manuscript. 

8. Manuscripts - Written manuscripts will not be required at the district contest.  In the regional contest, four copies of the manuscript must be submitted to the regional contest chair by the district contest chair at least one week prior to the contest.  Twelve copies of the winning speech are to be submitted to the State Office immediately after the contest by the regional contest chair along with their report of winners.  The written speech must include a specific bibliography of materials used when the materials are taken from printed books, bulletins, or magazine articles. 
  
9. District or regional contest chair will be general chair of the contests.  He/she is responsible for appointing a committee of not less than three teachers to resolve any questions where problems occur.  This committee does have the power to act by a 2/3 majority vote of the contest committee.  A team or individual contestant from a school receiving a "gold" award in the regional or state contest during the past four years may be disqualified if they do not change the subject, title, and content of their speech or demonstration. 

10. During the contest, the judges will seat themselves apart from one another in different sections of the room.  Manuscripts shall be used by the judges as a source of developing appropriate questions related to the topic.  Manuscripts are not to be scored as a part of the speech.  Each contestant shall be judged on the basis of content and composition, as well as delivery, using the rating sheet provided. 

11. Contestants shall be ranked in numerical order by each judge on the basis of the final score, without consultation among judges.  The judge's ranking of each contestant shall then be added and the winner will be that contestant whose total of rankings is the lowest.  Other placings shall be determined in the same manner  (Low point ranking score method of selection).  In case of a tie, that contestant who has the highest grand total score shall have a higher ranking. 

AWARDS 

1.  Local: The chapter may present the National FFA Foundation Public Speaking medal. 
  
2.  District: Certificates for "Gold" and "Silver". 
  
3.  Regional: Trophy to regional winners as well as medals to "Gold" and "Silver" winners to be awarded on contest day.   

4.  State Semi-Finals – Individuals participating will be awarded a trophy with a “Silver” or                             “Bronze” ranking.

5.  State Finals – Individuals participating will be awarded a trophy with a "Gold" and "Silver"  ranking.  

6. State: A $100 cash  award, travel assistance to participate in the National Central Region Contest, and a trophy will be awarded the first place winner in the state contest.  "Gold" and "Silver" winners in the state contest will receive trophies. 
  
7. The first place award of $100 in the state contest is provided by the National FFA Foundation funds.  Awards in district, regional and state contests are provided by North Star Select Sires. 

RATING BY JUDGES - Items to be considered and weight of each: 
  
1. Content, 20 points - Importance and appropriateness of agricultural subject, suitability of materials, accuracy of statements, evidence of purpose, completeness and accuracy of bibliography. 
  
2.   Composition,  10  points -  Organization, unity of thought, logical development, language used, sentence structure, conclusion. 

3. Voice, 10 points - Quality, pitch, articulation, pronunciation, force. 
  
4. Stage Presence, 10  points  -  Personal  appearance, poise and body posture, attitude, confidence, personality, ease before audience. 

5. Power of Expression, 20  points  -  Fluency, emphasis, directness, sincerity, communicative ability, conveyance of thought and meaning. 
  
6. Response to Questions, 20 points - Evidence of originality familiarity with the subject and ability to think quickly. 
  
7. General Effect, 10 points -  Extent to which speech was interesting, understandable, convincing, pleasing and held attention. 
  
8. Time Used, A deduction of 2  points will be made for each minute (or major fraction thereof) over 8 and 4 points per minute (or major fraction thereof) under 6, based on timekeeper's record.  (To avoid penalty, a contestant must speak over five minutes and 30 seconds and under 8 minutes and 30 seconds). STOP WATCHES ARE RECOMMENDED. 
  
9. Official Dress - 0,2,5,7, or 10 points may be deducted for non-official dress at the discretion of the judges.  Michigan FFA official dress consists of:  

Female Members: Black skirt or dress slacks, White-collared blouse, Official FFA blue scarf, Black dress shoes with a closed heel and toe, Black nylon hosiery or socks and Official FFA jacket zipped to the top and worn in the manner prescribed by the National FFA Constitution. (The skirt is to be at least knee length, hemmed evenly across the bottom, with a slit no longer than two inches above the knee, excluding the kick pleat.)

Male Members: Black dress slacks, White-collared shirt, Official FFA tie, Black dress shoes, Black socks, Official FFA jacket zipped to the top and worn in the manner prescribed by the National FFA Constitution.
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